


CONTEXT  

Sustainable finance awareness and engagement of banking regu-
lators in MENA have been highlighted as a “perquisite and a
boost” for further banking sector engagement in sustainable fi-
nance.  Therefore, the purpose of this roundtable is to bring the
banking community together to initiate a dialogue with the Reg-
ulators, which would address specifically the finance sector’s role
in supporting the transition to a low-carbon, resource-efficient
and resilient economy.

The roundtable is a closed-door session for regulatory stakehold-
ers and banks in the Arab region to collectively help define a vi-
sion on how banks could be better informed and empowered to
contribute to the sustainable development of the local and regional
economy, and it will also seek to identify focus areas for concrete
next steps, leveraging experiences from other countries and other
stakeholders.

OBJECTIVE  

This roundtable presents a valuable opportunity to strengthen
the financial system’s response to managing risks and oppor-
tunities under the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and
goals of the Paris Climate Agreement. In particular, it will:

• Explore potential to enhance the role of the banking system
in the Arab region to manage risks and to mobilize capital
for green and low-carbon investments in the broader context
of environmentally sustainable development at the regional
level.

• Explore a mechanism of dialogues and/or partnership among
relevant regulators, financial institutions, and international
organizations to provide guidance and support to banks in
the region by expanding engagement in sustainable finance
and implementing responsible banking systems.

• Focus on vital steps through which the Arab region could
leverage the experiences from other countries (Central Banks
that have joined the Network for Greening the Financial Sys-
tem (NGFS).).
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DURATION  

The Roundtable will last for two hours due to the senior level of
the participants as well as the hybrid format of the meeting. The
Central Bank Governors and Banks’ Executive Directors will be
attending from Italy, while the UN staff and LAS staff will join
remotely. Kindly note that the meeting will be exclusively in Eng-
lish language.

DESIRED OUTCOME   

This will be the first regional roundtable for banks and
regulators conducted. The outcome of such a roundtable
will depend on the preparatory engagement and knowl-
edge sharing, the shared vision of key stakeholders and
participating institutions, the readiness of financial insti-
tutions to implement sustainable finance practices, and the
willingness of policy and regulatory bodies to develop and
adopt roadmaps for sustainable growth. Potential out-
comes of this high-level regional roundtable are:

I. A Sustainable Finance Platform for dialogue and agree-
ment to create a roadmap for the Arab region or na-
tional road maps. The roundtable should explore a
specific dialogue and collaboration mechanism to move
forward on the participating countries’ sustainable fi-
nance agenda including the UNEP FI PRB. 

II. Agreement to develop high-level capacity building and
knowledge sharing mechanism in the Arab region. 




