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Impact of Polycrisis on SDG progress in the region

Additional 29 million people in poverty

15% in 2022, most of which is attributed to surging
food prices
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Debt Burden

Liquidity shortage and deht

Obstacles to recovery
in the Arab region
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Debt projections as a percentage of GDP, by Subregion

Arab Region

Middle-income countries

I. Overview of gross public debt in the Arah region
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Conflict-affected countries

Least developed countries

s the Sudan. which rocaived doit ralief J ’
Palestite, Somala e the Syrian Arsh of debt vulnerability

ESCWA, 2021

gLl
ESCWA

() AL
‘l”"‘"y ':-.-Diqniﬁedlife:a 3.:-:-



B
Financing the SDGs




B
Structural challenges

Broken or weak policymaking
cycle




Domestic Resource Mobilization

The region suffers from inefficient tax policies and
weak enforcement. An estimated $8.9 billion in annual
revenues is lost due to corporate tax abuse, while tax
competition cost the region an estimated $50 billion
between 1980 and 2020.

Tax-GDP Ratio (2019)
30%

25%

mArab region
20%

Tax gap in non- Tax gap of non-oil GDP in
hydrocarbon-exporting Arab hydrocarbon-exporting Arab ,
. o . o mGlobal middle—
countries (% of GDP) countries (% of GDP) 152 REOTE oM

average

III...'b 15%

‘17.9%

mGlobal high-
income country
average

10%

s Tax Gap = Tax Gap 0%

(a)
e Shared

gLl
ESCWA

ey
. ..pi' 1)

Prosperity Dignified Life & & = m
’ . ',‘;*u\‘. "u



Military Spending

Military and R&D Spending, % of GDP
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Public participation is
weak in the region, with
most countries lacking a
specific open government
strategy or action plan.

Access to information

Some countries have initiated national plans that include some
dimensions of open government, especially open data.

Only 8 Arab countries have laws or guarantees of public access
to information.

11 countries have launched their own open data platforms,
and an additional 6 make open data available through the
portal of the African Development Bank.



Corruption

Firms receiving at least one bribe request in 2022
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Missing Data: Political as well as Technical issues

5.1 Discrimination against women and girls

Critical data gaps
related to governance,
human rights, gender
equality and
discrimination

5.2 Violence against women and girls

e 5.a Equal economic rights

10.1 Income growth, bottom 40%

10.3 Eliminate discrimination

16.10 Public access to information

16.b Non-discriminatory laws and policies



Select Strategies: Financing the SDGs

» Improve the efficiency of public expenditures, including through measures to improve the transparency of
budgeting processes and track the impact of spending on SDG progress.

> Rationalize tax incentives.

» Reforms to the international financial architecture and business models of multilateral development banks:

* Fair debt relief and restructuring procedures

* More favourable borrowing terms for developing countries

* Equitable access liquidity support during crises

* Greater representation in the governance of international financial institutions.



Select ESCWA Tools
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Social Expenditure Monitor

Climate/SDGs Debt Swap

Accelerating the implementation of the SDGs and climate action

Arab States

A tool to support budgeting and fiscal policy reform

Aboutus Ourfocus Resources Media Events Data

Integrated national financing
frameworks

Financing the SDGs at the national level




>

>

Select Strategies: Governance

Strengthen accountability mechanisms and the capacities of public servants to design and implement
evidence-based policies and deliver public services for all.

De-escalate conflict and boost peace building through efforts to identify and address the root causes
of conflict and to enhance regional dialogue and cooperation to achieve SDG 16. Peace-building
initiatives must integrate the humanitarian and development approaches, fostering dialogue,
reconciliation, and social cohesion.

Ensure the full realization of the right to self-determination of the Palestinian people, promoting
peace and stability in the region. This includes diplomatic efforts and international cooperation to
address the longstanding occupation of Palestine in full compliance with international law.



Additional Resources

Note: ASDR 2024
Forthcoming (July)

Arab Sustainable
Development Report g
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Progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals

in the Arab region
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https://www.unescwa.
org/publications/progre
ss-towards-sustainable-
development-goals-
arab-region



https://www.unescwa.org/publications/progress-towards-sustainable-development-goals-arab-region
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Thank you

Maisaa Youssef
youssef8@un.org

WWW.Unescwa.org



