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BACKGROUND

The military conflicts thatthe Eastern Mediterranean
region has been experiencing for nearly a year,
in addition to the ongoing war between Russia
and Ukraine, have had negative impacts on the
economies of some Arab countries, plunging the
region into a state of uncertainty. Furthermore,
the financial and monetary pressures that the
Arab Republic of Egypt faced at the beginning of
this year had detrimental effects on the Egyptian
financial sector.

All these developments have led to an increase in
the level of risks the egyptian banks . The severity
of the risks faced by these banks was exacerbated
by the rise in sovereign debt risks, and portfolio
debt risks due to the downgrade of Egypt's credit
rating, before the Egyptian government managed
to regain control over the monetary, financial, and
economic situation through a package of reform
measures accompanied by financial support and
investment inflows from international institutions
and some Arab countries.

In addition to the aforementioned issues, the world
is witnessing modern innovations, foremost among
them Atrtificial Intelligence (Al) and its applications
in the banking industry, as well as environmental,
social, and governance (ESG) considerations
related to climate change. These developments
require risk management to keep pace with them,
address the resulting risks, and take the necessary
precautionary measures to mitigate them, which
leads to maintaining the safety and enhancing the
solvency of banks.

All these topics will be discussed and highlighted
during the activities of this forum, which serves as
a brainstorming platform among senior officials
from Egyptian and Arab regulatory and supervisory
authorities, and the heads of risk management
departments in our Arab and, particularly, Egyptian
banks.
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The importance of this specialized forum, organized
by the Union of Arab Banks in collaboration with the
Central Bank of Egypt and the Federation of Egyptian
Banks, in its sixth edition, stems from the themes
and topics that will be discussed and the caliber
of the participating local, Arab, and international
experts. This forum will facilitate the exchange of
knowledge and experience among these experts
and participants, aiming to enhance the culture of
modern risk management among Arab bankers and
to understand the latest regulatory requirements in
light of the geopolitical developments affecting the
region and the risks they entail.

» Officials in banking supervision and regulatory
authorities

* Headsand senior managers of risk departments
in banks (CROs)

* Heads and senior managers of internal auditing
departments in banks

* Heads and senior managers of financial control
departments in banks

A distinguished group of local, Arab, and
international experts, including Basel Committee
staff and the Central Bank of Egypt officials, will
participate in this significant event, as well as
experts from the big four auditing and consulting
firms, as per the agenda that will be released soon.
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MAIN TOPICS:

* Emerging Banking Risks: Horizon Scanning

» Challenges of sovereign debt sustainability and how to break the linkage between banks’ stability and
their sovereign debt portfolios in stressful times.

« Bank Viability and Sustainability: Managing Uncertainty

* Loan Quality & Provisioning Practices: Expected Loss Approach

» Building Resilience: Strategies to Confront Crises

+ Digital Risk Management, Operational Resilience &Cyber Security Risk

* The Growing Importance of Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG) Standards and their
Impact on Risk Management.

* Navigating latest Basel Ill standards: Essential Risk Management adaptations

* |IFRS Sustainability and Climate Reporting Standards: S1, S2
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