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FORUM’S BACKGROUND

The Arab region stands at a crossroads, facing immense challenges yet holding tremendous potential to advance
sustainable development and achieve the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by 2030. The
economic shocks of recent years—spanning the COVID-19 pandemic, geopolitical conflicts, rising inflation, and
surging interest rates—have intensified pre-existing vulnerabilities. These include ballooning debt burdens, di-
minishing fiscal space, and insufficient domestic resource mobilization. As governments navigate these obstacles,
the need for a collective response—spanning national, regional, and global efforts—has never been more ur-
gent.

In this context, the private sector, particularly financial institutions, is uniquely positioned to accelerate the in-
tegration of Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG) principles, thereby playing a pivotal role in closing
the financing gap and driving the transformative actions required to achieve sustainable development. Recognizing
this critical need, the Union of Arab Banks (UAB), in collaboration with the United Nations Economic and Social
Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA), has pledged to mobilize $1 trillion in SDG financing by 2030. This com-
mitment underscores a shared vision for fostering economic resilience, reducing inequality, and safeguarding the
region’s natural and social capital.

To catalyze this vision, the UAB has partnered with Capital Concept to enhance ESG adoption across the Arab
financial landscape. This partnership will provide vital support for developing ESG frameworks, delivering capac-
ity-building programs, and conducting pioneering research. By aligning with international best practices and in-
novative solutions, Arab banks can lead the transition to a more sustainable financial ecosystem, one that
promotes inclusive growth and ensures long-term economic stability.

The Strategic Forum on ESG & Sustainable Finance, scheduled on January 21 & 22, 2025, in Amman, Jordan,
serves as a timely platform to explore and advance these priorities. Under the esteemed patronage of His Excel-
lency Dr. Adel Sharkas, Governor of the Central Bank of Jordan, this event will convene leaders from across the
banking, financial, public, and regulatory sectors. Together, participants will delve into the progress made, chal-
lenges encountered, and opportunities available in embedding ESG principles and practices into core financial
strategies.

Over the course of two days, the forum will provide avenues for dialogue, knowledge exchange, and hands-on
learning. High-level discussions will illuminate regional and global sustainability initiatives, while executive man-
agement sessions will offer practical insights into tools and frameworks to accelerate ESG integration. This dual
approach aims to empower stakeholders with actionable strategies to navigate their sustainability journeys ef-
fectively.

As the Arab region strives to fulfill its commitment to the 2030 Agenda, the significance of collective action cannot
be overstated. By prioritizing ESG and sustainable finance, we not only address today’s most pressing challenges
but also lay the foundation for a prosperous, equitable, and sustainable future.

We invite you to join us in this transformative endeavor. Together, let us redefine the role of finance in building a
more resilient and sustainable Arab world.




TOPICS

. Fostering Collaboration Across Stakeholders
The need for joint efforts among local, regional, and
international stakeholders to achieve ESG and SDG
goals.

. SDG 17: Finance as the Foundation for Progress
Exploring how financial partnerships and invest-
ments act as catalysts for achieving all Sustainable
Development Goals.

. Promoting Knowledge Exchange

Strengthening the sharing of best practices and ex-
pertise among financial institutions to accelerate
ESG integration.

. Enhancing Legal and Regulatory Frameworks
Developing a supportive environment for ESG
adoption through effective legal and regulatory
measures.

5. Navigating ESG Journeys in Banking

Insights into the pathway for banks transitioning to-
wards sustainable finance practices.

. Achieving Investment Readiness

Understanding the expectations of Development Fi-
nance Institutions (DFIs) for fostering impactful in-
vestments.

. Enabling ESG Through International Partner-

ships

Highlighting the critical role of international aid or-
ganizations and agencies in creating enabling en-
vironments for ESG initiatives.

. Measuring Impact and Returns

Defining ESG Key Performance Indicators (KPIs),
evaluating return on investment, and the role of rat-
ing agencies.




