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BACKGROUND

Money laundering and terrorist financing are among the most serious challenges
facing financial and banking systems worldwide, as they threaten the financial and
economic stability of nations. With the increasing number of international regulations
to combat these crimes, compliance with global standards has become an urgent
necessity for banks and financial institutions, especially amid the rapidly evolving
global economic landscape.

Over the past decades, international bodies such as the Financial Action Task Force
(FATF) and the U.S. Department of the Treasury have imposed a set of regulations
and standards aimed at combating money laundering and terrorist financing. These
measures have had a direct impact on the global banking sector, including the Arab
banking industry, prompting banks to strengthen their internal policies and procedures
to ensure compliance and avoid sanctions or restrictions on cross-border financial
transactions.

In this context, Arab banks face increasing challenges, not only in terms of regulatory
compliance but also in maintaining their relationships with correspondent banks.
Compliance has become a key factor in assessing the credibility of financial institutions,
as any violation or weakness in implementing international standards can undermine
trust in a bank and put it at risk of losing access to global financial markets.

Additionally, the evolution of financial technologies (FinTech) and the adoption of
artificial intelligence in compliance are reshaping banking strategies. These advanced
tools offer innovative solutions that enhance monitoring and adherence to international
standards. However, adapting to these technologies remains a challenge, particularly
due to the high costs associated with implementing sophisticated compliance systems

and stringent regulatory requirements.
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CONFERENCE TOPICS

Strengthening Integration with the Global Financial
System: Strategic Approaches to Building and
Enhancing Correspondent Banking Relationships
ePractical strategies for establishing robust and
sustainable partnerships with correspondent
banks.

e Key evaluation criteria used by international
correspondent banks and how local banks can
align with these benchmarks.

e Success stories from the Arab region: How
selected banks effectively strengthened ties
with global correspondent networks.

Grey and Black List Risks: Proactive Mitigation
Frameworks and Strategic Reintegration Measures
® Preemptive mechanisms and compliance
procedures to avoid classification on
international watchlists.

e Practical response plans for institutions
already listed, including structured recovery and
reintegration strategies.

* Managing reputation risk: The critical roles of
senior management, compliance, and corporate
communications in rebuilding credibility.

Fostering a Culture of Compliance and Institutional
Awareness: From Internal Synergy to Public
Engagement

e Promoting cross-functional collaboration
between compliance, risk, operations,
marketing, and customer service to transform
compliance into a driver of institutional success.
e Operational tactics to improve internal
communication and coordination between
departments and the compliance function.

e Educating customers and the public on

the value of compliance and transparency as
tools to build long-term trust and competitive
advantage.
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Practical
Applications to Strengthen Compliance and Combat

Fintech and Artificial Intelligence:

Financial Crime

¢ | eading digital and technological tools currently
deployed in the banking sector to counter
financial crime.

e Step-by-step implementation of Al-driven
systems for financial monitoring and suspicious
activity detection.

e Addressing regulatory and technological
challenges: Real-world solutions from Arab and
international banking institutions.

The Role of Local and International Regulatory
Frameworks: Central Banks as Enablers of Sustainable
Compliance

e The pivotal role of central banks in guiding and
supporting financial institutions in implementing
domestic and global regulations.

e Key supervisory measures central banks can
adopt to reinforce compliance frameworks across
the sector.

® Regional best practices: Central bank-led
initiatives that successfully enhanced compliance
infrastructure at both national and international
levels.

Fostering Partnerships with International and Regional
Institutions: Toward a Harmonized Arab Banking
Framework

e Channels for collaboration between Arab banks
and global institutions (IMF, World Bank, FATF,
Basel Committee, United Nations, etc.) to ensure
alignment with international standards.

¢ The role of multilateral institutions in providing
technical, financial, and advisory support to
strengthen compliance capabilities.

e Case studies of effective partnerships between
Arab banks and international organizations

in capacity building, regulatory reform, and
specialized training.
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CONFERENCE STRUCTURE

* Presentation of working papers and holding in-depth discussion sessions by a distinguished
group of experts in the banking and financial sector, known regionally and internationally.

* Organizing an exhibition accompanying the conference activities, including sponsorship by
institutions and companies, which constitutes an opportunity to establish and develop business
relations.

TARGET PARTICIPANTS

* Leaders of Arab banks

* Managers and employees of bank supervision and control

* Managers and employees of compliance department and their main associates
* Heads of anti-money laundering and terrorism financing units and their main associates
* Credit managers and officers and their main associates

* Heads of internal control and their main associates

* Heads of risk management and their main associates

* Heads of financial control departments and their main associates

* Heads of financial departments and their main associates

* Heads of internal audit and their main associates

* Heads of information security and their main associates

* Branch managers and their main associates




