


Arab-Regional Conference on Anti-Money Laundering

and Countering Terrorism Financing

BACKGROUND

The international financial system continues to evolve in the standards and practices governing anti-money laun-
dering and counter-terrorist financing (AML/CFT), with increasing attention given to the effectiveness of imple-
mentation and the quality of tangible outcomes. Effective compliance has long been central to the strength and
credibility of financial systems, underpinning market confidence, protecting the reputation of national economies,
and supporting their continued engagement within the global financial landscape and cross-border banking net-
works.

At the same time, legislative and supervisory frameworks are developing in closer alignment with sound gover-
nance, enhanced monitoring mechanisms, and the prudent use of technological tools. This evolution reflects a
broader recognition that compliance today requires coordination, institutional clarity, and sustained commitment
at both national and international levels.

The exchange of practical experience and the careful consideration of comparative approaches remain important
in supporting ongoing institutional development—particularly for jurisdictions seeking to further reinforce regulatory
readiness and maintain a strong standing within the international financial community.

In this context, the Conference provides a focused setting for dialogue among policymakers, supervisory author-
ities, and banking professionals. It offers an opportunity to reflect on international developments from a practical
perspective and to examine policy and institutional pathways that strengthen national preparedness while sup-
porting financial institutions in enhancing governance structures and compliance capabilities in line with global
standards and the expectations of today’s financial environment.

OBJECTIVES

The Conference aims to support countries and banking institutions—particularly those that have
faced financial and banking crises or periods of security or political instability—by drawing on suc-

cessful Arab and regional experiences. Particular emphasis will be placed on practical pathways
toward exiting grey lists, alongside advancing a sustainable culture of compliance across public
bodies and the financial and banking community.
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TOPICS OF DISCUSSIONS:

+ Developing national regulatory frameworks and ensuring effective implementation of the Financial Action Task
Force (FATF) Recommendations

+ Requirements for exiting grey lists — lessons learned and practical experiences

« Shared national responsibility to combat financial crimes of all kinds

+ Reinforcing monitoring systems, early warning mechanisms, and institutional governance frameworks

« Emerging legislative developments in AML/CFT and oversight of financial transfers

* The cross-border implications of U.S. AML legislation (AMLA)

+ The complementary relationship between combating financial fraud and money laundering and terrorist financ-
ing.

* Preventing cybercrime, enhancing information security, and optimizing the use of artificial intelligence to ensure
compliance with applicable laws and regulations.

+ Advancing a sustainable culture of compliance across the public sector and the financial and banking institu-
tions.
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